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1. The Czechoslovak GenErf»EStarf nas just transmitted to Cepilka & memorandum
requesting that all ?rﬁ@d‘units in the country be placed under command of the
army. Tnis actlon, Aedey General Kratqchvil, is directed particularly at the
border guard and theiidternal guard, {VS), which are now uncer the Ministry of
the Interior, under Budélr Bardk. )
ol . ,
2. The request is made to jgounter the pressure of the Communist Party, whilch recently
took into its own hdnds{the promoticn of all officers above the rank oI captain.
In actual practice ﬁhegﬁorder guard and the internal guard are actuslly commanded
by the Party ﬁhrougq eneral Oskar Jelen, who 1s assisted by Col. Jind¥ich Kotal,
and who really runs tne Ministry of the Interlor instead of Bardk. The latter
1s a weak adninistrator.
3. Jelen and Kotal are%poiitical officers only, and are backers of Antonin Novotny,
ipst secretary of the party.
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L, The general staff, Qhreatened on the point of the officer corps by the Party. wlches

‘to deprive the Partiy of | the support of these two guard forces. The unit'ied
command of all armed forces under the Hinistry of Defense 1s much desired by
Cepillca, but 1is opposed | by Siroky, who wishes to keep & balance between the two
forces. Cepil¥ka ihﬁends to .support the memorandum to the finish, and he has

asked General .Jan HeEkbL recently agpointed Vice-Minister of Defense, to elaborate
1t further. It Ls vary doubtful whether the plan will be accepted by the majority
of the cabinet. In!the meanwhile, the party continues 1ts pressure on the army, .
and as of 14 «.Oct:. 535, .., obtained the foundation of the military political
academy for the edugation of offlcers coming from the Party.

i [

P - end -

25X1

[oisTRiBuTION o [svare [~ Jaany




